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On Oct. 19, the Nicaraguan government prohibited news broadcasts by the newly-opened Roman
Catholic radio station. Radio Catolica's first news program was to be broadcast at noon Monday,
but employees said they were told late in the morning that any such transmission would be illegal.
Under terms of the Central American peace accord, the government must guarantee "full freedom
for television, radio and press" by Nov. 7. Thus far, the government has taken two steps toward
press freedom, permitting the Catholic station and the opposition newspaper, La Prensa, to reopen.
La Prensa, which had been closed for 15 months, resumed publication Oct. 1. The Catholic station
reopened the next day. The Catholic radio station once broadcast a regular news program, but
the government ordered it to stop in 1982. From then until the station was closed four years later,
it broadcast only veiled political commentary, often in a religious context. Much of the Catholic
station's programming is religious, but it had planned to broadcast several news programs. (Basic
data from NEW YORK TIMES, 10/20/87)
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